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hunan life as you will find it here, the picture T assurp
you is not too highly colored, for while'I conceire it im=
jrossible to extol or bestow too much praise upon those
exémplary characters which I first spoke of, T am confi-
deat that we cannot too much exderate the vile deeds
which characterises the latter class. Youare now, Miss

are aontinually in search of new victims, and you young
and unattended, beware my dear girl, T bescech you be-
ware, that you are not deceived and like thousads allur-
ed from the paths of virtue and ionocence.”

Here my worthy friend concluded, and here kind reader,
permiit me humbly to request you for a moment to pause ;
and blush at the depravity of one of your fellow creatures,
to whom this wise counsel was given, yea, it was really so,
lulled in the langours'of pleasure, the impression which it
made upon my unstable mind, was like the trace of an ar+
row through the penetrated air, or the path of the keel
throvgh furrowed waves.

mansion of my c in hopes ere the
«close of another day, o’ ebtain in some capacity or other,
a situation in some family, whom in'

my approaching iliness I conceived might have the human-
ity to suffer meto remain with them uotil such time as my
strength would enable me to return to my. friends. But
whether the appearance of a young and slender female
thinly clad, and in a tedious snow storm, with a haodker-
chief in one hand containing & few articles of clothing
‘excited their suspicion that all was not right, or whether
* it was really soas they fepeatedly informed me, that they
were already supplied with help, I know not, in vain
:were my applications for @ place at almost every house
that T passed. Alas ! it isimpossible to describe correct~
Jy what whero my fealings at this momeat, night was ap. |
proaching, the snow, which was already of an unusual
depth, was fast descending, my fecble limbs were very sen-
sibly affected by the cold, while the tears which occasion=
ally gushed from my weeping eyes, formed icicles upon my
cheeks, once more did I reproach myself for my folly in
‘deserting a peacoful home and the best of parents, and |
.~ once more resolved to retarn peniteat to their arms.

Baxrr, in their very neighbourhood, and as thelr pimps |

“The light of day began now to grow more and more
jovisible, and T yet.unprovided with a shelter for thenight ;
it was thus I roamed until the clock struck seven, when
cold and hunger forced me into the bar room of a public
inn, situated near the centre of the tawn, at the bar I
made application for lodging, and was informed that for
twenty cents T could be furnished with a bed. Fortunate
indeed did I conceive myself to obtain lodgings for a
night 50 boisterous, and at so late an hour—supperless T
retirei to rest, and early the ensuing motaing again set out
in quest of a temporary home, the storm yet continued to
rage, and the snow which during the night had astonish-
iogly increased in depth, rendered the roads almost im~
passible, but the pressing calls of hunger began now to
operate. so powerfully as to render me careless as to
what part of the town L resorted, or to whom I applied

. With a heavy heart, at nioe in he morniog, T quit the |

for relief.

About noon I unconsciously ascended. the heights of

- West Boston, where I renewed my applications fora place.
Never could the hydrea wish for a better chance for his
- yrey, within the walls ofa hovse, the external appearance
‘of which was spacious, I was welcomed and treated with
the attention and with thatapparent cordiality, which my
depressed spirits at that momeat really required. - Never
ought I to forget with what feigned kindness I was re-
ceived by the < good mother,” who expressed great sor-
prise that the good and piaus people of the town could
see a young and tender female travelling in so tedious a
storm, or did her daughters, of which there appeared a
cousiderable throng, appear less disposed to serve the
¢ poor female wanderer,” by the direction of thcir good
¢ ma’am,” tea was carly provided, and many. restoratives
prescribed and Kindly administered for the benefit. of my
‘health, &c. although I at that time remarked that there
Was 0o visible resemblance in the features of ¢ ma’am’s
darling daughters,” whose wan cheeks and sunken eyes,
weére evident marks of their dissipation, yet so completely
. decoyed was [, that I did not dream of deception ; the

‘girls appeared adejts in- their business, they apparently.
strove to out do each other in their kind offices, nor will
the reader be surprised that a heart open to every gentle,
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_generous sentiment, should feel itself warmed by gratitude.
for those of her sex, who professed to feel so much for

Ber.

Here let me stop to remark, that when once a woman
has stifled the sense of shame in her own bosom, when |
once she has lost sight of the basis on which reputation,
honory -every thing that should be dear to the female
heart rests ; she grows hardened in guilt, and will spare no.
pains to bring down innocence and beauty to the shoc!
Jevel with herself : and this proceeds not only from a di
position to reapa reward by the seduction of innocence,

-~ But from a diabolical spirit of envy, which repines at see-
ing another in the full possession of that respect and
estcem which she can no longer hope to enjoy.

In'the evening the girls baving withdrawn each'to their
apartment, and probably each with a lover, T was left
alone with their matron, who, by her ingenious interro-
gatories, succeeded in drawiog from me every  particular
relative to my situation : at the recital of the difficul-
ties that I had encountered since I left my parents
she, letting fall a few hypocritical -tears, assored
me ¢ that I need not give myself any uneasiness, for un.
til the time that I expected to be confined, and until the |
time that I should recover tay strength to return to my.
friends, her house should serve me as an assylum, .
and as for my infant, that she would adopt and rear it up
to an age that would enable it to provide for itself. She |
thought me perfectly wise in quitting my parents and
friends, as thereby they would most probably avoid the
shame aud disgrace which generally attended such unfortu-
nate cases ; no pains, she assured me, should be spared o |
Xkeep the whole affair from their knowledge.

‘The reader will probably be surprised that I should so

_easily be made the dupe of these detestable harlots, yet so
ingeniously did they conceal every thing from me that
would give rise to suspicion, that I remained totally ignor-

‘ant of my real situation, uatil the melancholy period when
X brought into the world nnocent victim of my guilt ;
which happily for it and ils wretched mother, did not sur-
vive i(s birth but a few moments, A few weeks restored
me (Q.my former state of health and spirits, when I began

13
10 harbour (houghts of returaing to my friends, which
ihionghts I innocently communicated to my pretended beow
a0ty ess :— Unhappy moment ; it was that in which 1 first
saspected that I had been by false friendship decoyed np~
on those daugerous shoals, which my friead the grocer’s
fady, had waraed me to bewarc of.  The mask of friend.
<bip was now throwa aside, which had been so success:
{ully worn by this perfilious woman, and her accursed
votaries. Nosooner had I made my: intentions known,
than a thousand objections were started, and a thovsand
obstacles thrown in the way 3 the principal of which, was,
that my- sickness had focurred a debt which ought to be
discharged before I quit the house, which, should I pre~

* cume to do, a suit would ensue, and I should. thereby ex-

pose myself, not only to my friends, but to the world.
Unfortunately for me, I had too unwisely unbosomed
“myself to those, who now by threatening exposure, too
well knew that they could compel me to confora to al=
most any thiog that they should propose. ‘To conceal
from my parents and friends the fatal effects of my mis=..

* placed confidence, was all thatinduced me to quit the

peaceful roof of the former, and to expose myself, ‘0ot one’
Iy to the chilling blasts of winter, Duf to every wisfortune
incident to an uuhappy female io my. situation. Ifthus:
much I had hazarded to avoid wounding the feelings of
my frieads, what wou!d I not now sacrifice to prevent it.
This artful woman, and her not less cunning favourites,
Degan now the difficult task of drawing me. pver by des
grees to their nefarious purposes! the former by represen®
ting to me_the importance (of receiving the addresses of
the first gentleman in town, if offered, prosided I should-
“wish to rise from the low condition I wasin to a state of
_afuence ! and thelatter by suggesting to me the propriety
of conforming to the ¢¢ customs of the town,” which was
to'act with less reserve, and allow the beaus to take great.
er libertics than what the bashful couatry rustics where in
the habit of doing : that by theig proper management they
had each obtained a snitor, and of the first respectability,
and that if I would condescend to be dictated by them,
insure me that L'should be notfess fortunate.
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consciencious benefactress, and her arch pupils to il me
for their market. Alas ! how justly shall I be réprobated
by my readers when they learn' from me, that I at length
becaine less inflexible in my determination to support my
chastity.  From this unbappy period of my life, ought
my iniquities to receive their date ;—modesty forbids that
I should state every particular, relative to my sinful career ;
letit suffice to say, that I, after receiving the proper les-
2008 from my tutoress, became perfected in shose fascina.
ting powers which seldom fail to decoy the amorous youth
Lo practice viccs perhiaps before unthought of, and then
Ieave ‘him to deplore his thoughtless credulity. Could
those young fellows who devote too great a portion of
their time atthe midoight revel, but once reflect’ what a
plication of disease and w they heap upon
themselves and that it is their money alone'that gains them
admittasee, I am certain they would cease to visit those

houses of ill fame. read
My long residence in one of those brothels, will enablo
me todescribe to such of my readers who have too much
%} + delicacy even to gratify a curiosity ever to visit this modern

8
B

Sodom, the seat of riot'and dissipation, a coutinual rovad
of vice and wickedness which mark a considerable portion
P:; of its lewd inbabitants ; in performiog this all immodest
[} expressions will be carefully avoided, as it is my object to
b record such incidents only as may be perused by {he most
¢ virtuous of my sex, without potting modesty to the blush.

Thi dspot, which f for the town
comprises buta few acres, appears to have been a depart-
ment allotted to the people of colour, as most of the in-
habitants are of this description ; the tenements erected
thereun, like its wrelched inhabitants, are of ev
scription, from the comfortable dwelling to the most isers
able call, apparently erccted and proped up for atempora-
Ty purpose only ; in those of the first class the ladies,
strumpets, of distinction claim a residence, while the latter
are inhabited by a lower order, apparently composed of
the worst of creation. ~ IF there can reasonably be any
distinction made in grades of harlotry, the former ought to

srivate misses, who expose themselves less in public, 8

receive the prefeiance as being generally supported as
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ore decently clad, aud make use of less indecent expres-
sions 5 they have generally at the head of their mess, 'a
matroo,who receives fromall, the apjicHation of ** ma’am,”
and passes for the mother of all who resides under her
roof, and who seem to regard her as their tutoress ; with
her they regularly board at an exorbitant price and ‘éach
are provided with ready furnished apartments ; the old Bel.

dom is generally tooa retailer of wines, sweet meats, &e.
which she keeps merely for the accommodation of gentlé. -
men lodgers, from whiom with the aid of her fair pupils
she seldom fails to-sponge a round sum theréfor. -4 Have
Xknown many bottles of wine privately ujset by/these arch
girls,that had been called and paid for,liat theircullies mighs
" apply to thelr good ma'ani” for more it s By their expert.
mess in playlog at such games that their cu?‘gkbﬁqﬁ! g0v-
ernessappreciates their worlh and knowledgelof the world';
i they “prove themsolves adepts in theirbusiness, they aré
- Bure to. receive ¢ ma’ams” carcsses'; but, if fo thie reverse,
they prove th p éservantsic tha sinopard,

it isthen that this guardian angel becomes their infurlat
eaemy, taxes them with the crime of ‘departiog from
precepts and  examples set them, and loads them with
. the most opprobious epithets. These arch liags value
nothing but money, and" valus not how they obtain it ;
they are vory civil o strangers, who visils thom with well
‘Hined pockets, and' will contrive maay plans to put them'
fairly out of the way for the liicre of ‘their cargo 5'and
‘many have been made rich by such windfalls, -
he girls seldom quit their beds' till noon, when they
‘ha'bbl‘e'dnqn stairs and refresh. themsclves with bittérs,
toast and'coffee ; at' three they commence the ardaous task
of dressing themselves for thicir evening revels ; their ob-
‘Ject i to disguise themselves as much as possible from
What they teally are ;. which they so cffectually do, with
the aid of paint, patches, false tecth and hair, that a stran-
f"b-'"" them by candle light, would suppose thiat some
.modern Solomon had been collecting beauties from the four
corners of the world ; but could he but have a peep at
these bewitching girls Tn their dishabille, their awkward
stures, their blotched faces, their crimsoned eyes,
thisic rotfen teeth and stenchifid breath;, would,. '}

. ,
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Rous concealment of ‘her sex, served her counlry s a pri=
vate Soldier, and performed ber duty withouta stain on
her virtaeand hooor. ?

From this moment I became dissatisficd with mysituation
fn life ; for three years I had trod the detestable rounds of
dissipation, it was enough : those vicious scenes in_which
T had taken so distinguished a part I now begao to view
io their proper light, new projects occupied my. mind,
ashamed to return to my abused parents, whom L bad so
Yong deserted, I felt now no other disposition than in. dis-
guise to visit other parts of the country, and to pursue a.
course of life less immoral and destructive to. my peace
and happiness in thislife. '

Fortunately for me, the inadvertent remarks of my.
friend, impressed my mind with new ideas relative to my.
situation, and with the possibility. of my escaping by strat-
agem from the clutches of my shepherdess, for had I pub-

d.to b 4 from the flock, p
would hase been my descrts:: X was
ow saw my, way clear, for by garbiog my.
ments of a male, L should. be enabled to,

" aving provided every. thing nccessary, for my,eotrance

408 new character on the stage of. life ;.1 scized upon a.
favourable opportunity early. ooe morniog. to equip my-
self therefor, being garbed complete in.a sailor’s suit, I quit
wonoticed my lodgings and passed into the public street.
From my awkward appearan attempting tg assume
the character of a male, I was not without my fears that L
should be suspected, nor were my. apprehensions relieved
until passing through Courl-sveet, 1 veptured to accost
one of my ow sex,. who amswered with a.ready ¢ yes
engthened my confidence that 1.should pass for. &

rdittie old market, where entor
ing a victualingcellar, I'procured breakfast—the remain-
Qs of the day I spewt in rambling.about the town, highly
Tleased in being enabled to.visit public places,. where fe-
Tmales, if. kunow, would:not have. been admitted—lodying
T obtained without difficulty, and. (he next morning sought.
apazsage for (e southward—this ws diffcult to: obtaia:

ale
1 bent my course towat

19

at (his fimoas the b
arbour bei
] eing clos

cnemy, 00'vcsil would sentus sbeocls wap oy T, 05

i { vel by I il

clasantly (o gine un the e of asoihira secwmtog.

gh Fish-streer, I c) #

Uiere was & publc rendezeous for the saist g T

ea to

I e o, o i St gt
| s rtly bound o i
had[}:\c;uri‘ged by the. active part which o
g Hen o the late American war, o
her sex, | viewed this as a favaurabis »
Yy fortuae in the public service of my

s then lying

h'one of my sox
without. ezposing
PPOTLUNity to try
couatry, provided:

ains were taken-
€5 to-instruct me in the maniel: e:‘:

Lot taken. gt oad 80 nccesity of pleading ignoransy

my commander, one of th
oftcers o he Kncrican Navy, shor
the respeot entertained for him
":ve. the utmost h,“h"" 1
In August we s i
n t sail with: - Wi
o At we. 5 @ fair wind and
i0g i with 8 Bttt .
edali

and ‘the under offic
Y to provail among mag::;:

i
terly course in Hojpes :f‘lgl‘f

whole cruise, In the a

‘hols crulse, " In.the dse of arms 1 fici

: ){rtnm";hni ::::ﬂl::’n:,l nm load and dli::::x%?.-:i::ﬁmm
: t ed by any in m - o

oﬁxg‘: g:;;r.:‘nserani:hg Tsle of s:bleys,b ::l:,l.‘laol 2 st
T B e e G

off: this 8tation, we captured twvn::::h:nt.z:;e';cmli;in! ;

. Hav.

ution tu provide myself with a tight

'

E———




. wos a ship, upder casy sail, closehavled to !

7 T

20

ing receiscd information’ that the British squadron were!
off the Grand Bank, and not fardistant, our brave.com-
el 1o chaoge his cruizing ground 5 he ac
Ono the 17th he wast
infor ivatée
that aBritish ship «of war had been seen; the day. beforé
standing, Lo the §. E. andthat she could: mot be far off.
e ntrepid commander immediately made sa, intending!
i possible, to fallin with ere: G
Oa the 19th at 2 P. M. s vessel. was discovered at_{he!
southward 3 our ship instantly gase chase, and soon gained:
on her. At3 P M:it could be plaisly perceived that she
3 he wind, soon
after she was ascertaied to be a frigat ur-shipicontin=
ued the chase, At about three mikés: uce, OUF (COM-
‘mander ordered the. light sails to Do taken in, the courscs:
o be bauled up, aad the ship to be icleared for action.
“Fi.¢ chase DOW backed her main top sail, aod waited for'
our ship-to come dowa. ¢ 3 i
21 isfrequensly observed by those swho have beed inbat-:
{ie, that: At tho commencement of an engagement;: the.
most resolute feet daunted - in some degree 5 but ‘1. cav
solemnly (declare; hat' I never felt /more compose!
every person O hoard, even to the youogest 1ad, are on’
such, occasions: anxious to distinguish themselves at their
posty so L felt an O reme desire tq. render ‘myself cot
spicugus, and to pesform that which woman never before!
hiered, statianed in tho tops, 1 -waited ouly with im*
patieace for the battle to commence. ) ki
ks soon as our ship was ready for action, she. bore:
down, intending to bring immediately to close action the®
British frigate, ‘whiich/about this time hiad hoisted their o= "
cigne /A5, @0on s cour.SHIp, CNE within: gan shot, tbe
Sonish ship fired her broadside, theo filled away, wore'
and gavea brosdside on ‘the other tack.  They ho ?
produced no effect 3 ber shot fell ‘short. The British*
{rigate ‘mancesonred and wore several times for about!
uxru;qnmmv_n('ln hour, in order to obtain @ raking
osition. But notisucceedingin (his, boré up under her t0p
P s and jib, with fhie wiod on the quarter.  Our brave
comniander ‘jmmediately made sait o’ brivg. bis ship up

as

ax

with ber. ~ A5 minules before
: ) 6P, M. :
slong side, wifhin istol shot, bo s R
HEengeres ffom' sl hert guns, which were i
iy mrul;:d and grape shot, and 5o well airielod,
o, mn}; l'npl up was our fire, that in 15 minut A
‘ {homiacn mast o the Beiish frigate weot by s oars,
e e T D
P o i usily em i 3
Z»:,;:...gh my faithtal musket with e it uaie e
e el moks would perait me o sce » blue kit o
R e heat of the aetion a grape shot sts ‘; ]
; e L ring the butt of my musket, it was n| t
. LR lm;;r;nmudes who stood within a few feet i
e who, pailng me apon the shoulior, exlaiped ¢ S
B S e
i 1o the pretty girlr, when you retura o

The grape shot and . :
small arms of ip completely
: o!
‘,;n;r,;n::e deck of the British frigate i 'h'wi:qm ‘ i
1o oo ;nr;‘m_ent of the action the mainm: d e
et e v bt trigatof weatishyatha hoded \itaking
Zith lbem overy spir excent the bowsprt 5 e
Airuck her colors,and a8 soan ot s
| mored, andin consequence of her siokiog e o
et fiteto and blew up :aﬂ“mh!ﬁ‘“ Uheéas. She bl 15
o more han 7 killd el T e
er this noble achieved i
e ievement o
?éo o jort, whereshe remuined e
o8 newary repaie. Wil dore L had i
s {0 50 on shore, and in moro (h e
tully in company “wih ersi
’s:l- who did notidentify my person, so il
P T AR el
return to that wicked co:::: !:el
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“duced me to visit'a place at which I had already spent too

“great a portion of my life, it was here I resorted for an

¢ ing’s. with my shipmates, where, over the

cheerful glass,we could boast of the superior skill and judg-

| ment of our officers, and of the superior sailing of ourship.

- ~ As soon as refitted, our ship was ordered upon another

| cruize, duriog whichI had @nother opportunity to assist

my. brethren in  revenging their injuries.. In December,

while cruizing along the ‘coast of South Ameri two

strange vessels were discovered on our weather bow, At

10 they were discosered 1o lic ships. One of them stood

in for the Jand, (he other stéud off shore towards our ship,
1

_ did not disclose the important secret.  Curiosily alone in

acked To the and easta
ik ward, hauled upithe mainsail and took in the royals.  *

At.gnartergastione. the shipin sight proved to be an
English frigate, and.| sufficiently distant from land,
“our commander ‘ordered- the maivsails and royals to be
_ iaken in. to (ack ship andstand for (he cuemy, who sooh
Boredown with-an intention of raking our ship, which
we avoided by wearing.' eneral action now commen-
ced with roun ot. Both vessels for some
ime: ap i that | would enable
them to rake, or avoid being raked. ~ About 8 o'clock tha

head of the British vessel’s bowsprit and jib boom, were
i shot away's and jia'the space of an hour, her foremast
ety S

.. About 4 oclock; the'fire of thie British vesscl being
i comjletely silenced; and her eolors in the main rigging be-
ing down, ishe was/supiposed ‘to have struck, but her flag

was @oon aften discovered ‘to” be ‘still ‘flying. ‘Alout @ -
quarter of an liour after, the main-mast of the British ves-
sel went by the Board.  “About three quatters of an hour
after 4, our ship gotinto'a véry good position for raking, .
when the énémy ‘prudently struck her flag, being! then al
most awreck. 'She was afrigate mounting 49/guns, with.
& compliment of 400 men, of which'60 were Killéd, and
about 150 wounded. -* Our I s com| all.’
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